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trolling the movements of the eye, and accommoda-
tion of the eye to objects at various distances, and the
movement of respiration, £c.
The state of the sensorium.—By the sensorium is
meant that portion of the nervous system \vhich
receives impulses from the nerves coming from the
organs of sense, such as those from the eye, ear, nose,
tongue and skin. Each of these nerves brings its
message to a portion of the central nervous system in
intimate connection with the rest of the nervous
actions of consciousness may be so transient as to
leave a fain impress on the memory, so that it can be
revived only if no great interval has elapsed since the
impression was made on the sense organv If, how-
ever, the impression be vivid, then it may be revived
long afterwards. This impression may be consciously
perceived, and then any apparent effect may end; but
it may set up a set of actions, resulting in motion,
which -are apparently of a reflex character. Thus,
suppose a person in the dark; .light is suddenly
brought before the eye; this affects the retina, and
through the changes in it the optic nerve and central
organ, there may be consciousness or there may not;
if the person be wide awake he will see the light; if he
be asleep he will not see it, at all events he will give
no indication of seeing it; on awaking, he may have
a recollection of a dream in which light has a place,
or his memory may be blank; but nevertheless the
light will cause the pupil of the eye to contract by
reflex action without his consciousness; and perhaps,
also without consciousness, the sleeping person may
make an effort to avoid the light, as has been noticed
in the case of somnambulists. Now, when a patient
has been thrown into a weak hypnotic state, there
may be a mind recollection on awaking of an that
happened during the apparent sleep. This implies,
of course, that conscious sensory perceptions took
place during the condition. Memory depends on the
direction of the attention to sensations. If the effort
of attention be strong, the recollection will probably

